
Minutes of a Regular Meeting of the Council of the Town of Blackstone, Virginia, held in the 
Council Chambers located at 100 W. Elm Street, Blackstone, Virginia, on Monday, July 17, 
2023 at 7:00 p.m. 

There Were Present: 

Mayor: L. Benjamin Green 

Council Members: Wesley Gormus, Christopher Page, Carolyn Williams, 
Nathaniel Miller, Eric Nash, Jake Allman 

Town Staff: Philip Vannoorbeeck, Town Manager; Jennifer Daniel, 
Town Clerk; Brittany Harris, Treasurer; Nicholas Kuzmiak, 
Police Chief; Sam Murphy, Detective; Devin Foster, Fire 
Captain 

Town Attorney: 

Those Absent: Lloyette Wynn 

Mayor Green called the July Council Meeting to order. 

Pastor Hogg delivered the Invocation, and led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Councilman Nash asked for a Closed Session tonight for Town Council. 

PUBLIC HEARINGS: 

1. Blight Ordinance - 301 N. High Street

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
TOWN OF BLACKSTONE 

The Blackstone Town Council shall hold a Public Hearing on July 17, 2023 at 7:00 p.m. in the 
Blackstone Town Council Chambers, 100 W Elm Street, Blackstone, Virginia. The Town 
Council will consider an ordinance declaring 301 N High Street, Blackstone, Va. to be blighted 
and a public nuisance along with a recommended spot blight abatement plan. The content of 
this ordinance is more fully described by the Town of Blackstone's Spot Blight Abatement Policy 
and Virginia Code Section 36-49.1:1. Town Council shall receive the Town Manager's 
recommendation and public comment regarding this ordinance during the Public Hearing. The 
Town Council may approve this ordinance following this public hearing. Any individual 
desiring to address the Town Council should attend the public hearing at the above stated date 
and time. 
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Manager Vannoorbeeck said this request is with heavy heart, he had hoped the property owners 
would have done the work. He said some of the damage is actually from the ice storm. He said 
the property owner has communicated with him, and has said she is trying. He said there was 
some collapse on the north side of the house, and a plan had been provided to the property 
owner. He said the Plan includes repairs to the front porch, and exterior repairs. He added there 
are two people living in the house, and we do not take moving someone from their home lightly. 

Mayor Green opened the Public Hearing and asked if there was anyone here to speak for or 
against the Blight Ordinance. 

Mayor Green closed the Public Hearing. 

Councilman Nash asked if there was any money in programs available. Manager Vannoorbeeck 
believed Community Development Specialist Bryant had talked with the family and there was an 
appreciable lien on the property. He said we have the Workforce Housing Grant, and are 
building houses for qualified families. 

Manager Vannoorbeeck said Community Development Specialist Bryant talked to the people on 
S. Main Street, but their issue is they do not have ownership of the house.

Councilman Nash asked about Weatherization Funds. Manager Vannoorbeeck said he would 
have to look closer at the house to see if it could be applied. He did not know if $50,000.00 
would do what is needed. 

Councilman Nash made a motion to adopt the Blight Ordinance as presented for 301 N. High 
Street. The motion was seconded by Councilman Miller. 

Mayor Green asked for a Roll Call Vote: 

VOTE: 
Councilman Nash 
Councilman Allman 
Councilman Gormus 
Councilwoman Wynn 
Councilman Page 
Councilwoman Williams 
Councilman Miller 

Aye 
Aye 
Aye 
Absent 
Aye 
Aye 
Aye 

Councilman Nash made a motion to accept Manager Vannoorbeeck's Abatement Plan/or 301 
N. High Street. The motion was seconded by Councilman Gormus.

Councilman Nash said he hoped the Town could work with the property owners. Manager 
Vannoorbeeck said there will be ample time. 
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Mayor Green asked all in favor or opposed: 

VOTE: 
Councilman Nash 
Councilman Allman 
Councilman Gormus 
Councilwoman Wynn 
Councilman Page 
Councilwoman Williams 
Councilman Miller 

2. Allevwav Abandonment- Tavern - Broad Street

Aye 
Aye 
Aye 
Absent 
Aye 
Aye 
Aye 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

The public is hereby notified that there will be a public hearing held by the Town Council of the 
Town of Blackstone at 7:00 p.m., July 17, 2023 in the Town Council chambers located at JOO W 
Elm Street, Blackstone, Va. The purpose of the public hearing is to consider the vacation of the 
following alley: 

All that portion of a certain 20 foot wide alley lying in Block B and described on a certain plat of 
the lands of the Blackstone Development Company recorded in the Nottoway Circuit Court 
Clerk's office at Deed Book 77, Page 593. That portion to be vacated lies north of Lot 4 and 
terminates at the southern right-of-way line of Tavern Street. 

Manager V annoorbeeck said a letter was presented to Council last month for an alleyway to be 
abandoned. He said the property owner had a plat showing the alley. He said since then, he 
went to the courthouse and found an Ordinance of Vacation for the alley. He said there is no 
need for action and Community Development Specialist Bryant had already talked to Ms. Ruby 
Love. 

MINUTES: 

Councilman Miller made a motion to dispense with reading and approve as presented minutes 
from the Special Called Meeting on May 23, 2023. The motion was seconded by 
Councilwoman Williams. 
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Mayor Green asked all in favor or opposed: 

VOTE: 

VISITORS: 

Councilman Nash 
Councilman Allman 
Councilman Gormus 
Councilwoman Wynn 
Councilman Page 
Councilwoman Williams 
Councilman Miller 

Pastor Hogg - Restoration Ministries - Utility Bill

Aye 
Aye 
Aye 
Absent 
Aye 
Aye 
Aye 

Pastor Hogg thanked Council for last month's meeting, and their help with the large water bill. 
He said the bill they received this month reflected a large amount as well, but was in error, and 
has been adjusted. He said with the adjusted amount, it is still $376.59, which is 14,800 gallons. 
He believed this was a rollover from the previous month. He said he checked with Town Hall 
today, and the reading is back to normal. 

Pastor Hogg asked Council to consider putting it back to a reasonable rate. He said normally 
their bills run $76.31 a month, which is the minimum. He said we are not there during the week, 
and seldom have special events. He said if you were to count the flushes on Sundays, it would 
be about 10. 

Councilman Nash asked if a plumber repaired anything. Pastor Hogg said every week he is 
there, he listens and looks for water, and it is not running. 

Clerk Daniel said she spoke to Ms. Ashley Seamster, the Utility Clerk today, and it appeared to 
them, when the billed was mailed out the large amount was included, then they read the meters 
the first of the month, so we believed it was a carryover as well. 

Councilman Allman made a motion to decline this request 

Councilman Allman said he spoke to a few Council members and the Mayor, and we may 
disagree using taxpayer dollars for these types of things, but thought it was a worthy cause. He 
asked to give himself and a few others on Council time to make a donation and help get this 
taken care of. Pastor Hogg said that would be very generous, thank you. 

The motion was seconded by Councilman Nash. 

Councilman Allman said he was going to leave the envelope with the Clerk, if anybody else 
wanted to donate. Mayor Green pledged $100.00. Councilman Nash said with that pledge the 
bill is taken care of. 
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Councilman Miller suggested we check the issue, and check each month to keep from having this 
problem. 

Mayor Green asked all in favor or opposed: 

VOTE: 

Councilman Nash 
Councilman Allman 
Councilman Gormus 
Councilwoman Wynn 
Councilman Page 
Councilwoman Williams 
Councilman Miller 

Pastor Hogg thanked Council for their help last month as well. 

Nottoway Recreation Association - Helmet Drive Request

Aye 
Aye 
Aye 
Absent 
Aye 
Aye 
Aye 

Mrs. Amanda Atkinson said she is the Softball Commissioner for the Nottoway Youth 
Recreation Association. She said we have a Ponytails team going to the World Series in 
Louisiana. She asked for permission to hold a Helmet Drive on Saturday to help raise money for 
the trip. 

Councilman Nash asked where they set up last time. Mrs. Atkinson said on Main Street near 
Heritage Hall, and a police officer sat with the girls and coaches collecting money. 

Councilman Nash made a motion to approve the Helmet Drive on Saturday, July 22, 2023 
from 8:00 a.m. -12:00 p.m. on S. Main Street near Heritage Hall, with a police officer on site. 
The motion was seconded by Councilman Page. 

Mayor Green asked all in favor or opposed: 

VOTE: 

Councilman Nash 
Councilman Allman 
Councilman Gormus 
Councilwoman Wynn 
Councilman Page 
Councilwoman Williams 
Councilman Miller 

Aye 
Aye 
Aye 
Absent 
Aye 
Aye 
Aye 

Councilman Miller asked if there was a request for $1,000.00. Mrs. Atkinson replied, yes, she 
said the Town donated $1,000.00 last year. 
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Councilman Miller made a motion to donate $1,000.00 towards the Rec/or the Ponytails 
World Series trip. The motion was seconded by Councilwoman Williams. 

Councilman Allman asked where this money would come from in the Budget. Manager 
V annoorbeeck said he believed the Discretionary Funds were close, and thought there was 
$1,000.00 left. 

Councilman Allman said as we ask of others, he asked Mrs. Atkinson if she could provide 
receipts for the $1,000.00. Mrs. Atkinson said she has a form, and it shows what the donations 
are going towards. She said last year they pooled all the money together and divided it among 
the families to help with gas, meals and lodging. 

Councilman Nash asked what the typical cost was. Mrs. Atkinson replied, a motel room from 
start to finish is upwards of $1,200.00, plus to get into the complex for families is $8.00 per 
person, then meals. 

Councilman Page asked how much was raised last year, and how much was spent as a group. 
Mrs. Atkinson said they raised about $30,000.00 last year, and divided it among the twelve 
families, so it was roughly $2,500.00 per family. She said it does cost more, but they were trying 
to take some of the burden off the families. 

Councilwoman Williams said it was a wonderful thing they were doing. 

Mayor Green asked all in favor or opposed: 

VOTE: 
Councilman Nash 
Councilman Allman 
Councilman Gormus 
Councilwoman Wynn 
Councilman Page 
Councilwoman Williams 
Councilman Miller 

Mr. Thomas Ta(i Taylor, Jr. 

Nay 
Aye 
Aye 
Absent 
Aye 
Aye 
Aye 

Mr. Taylor said he was here to talk about an incident that happened to him on July 3rd
• He said 

he was not suing the Town. He said he got hurt taking care of private business, and when he 
went to a medical facility he was told since he was not a patient, they could not see him, and 
directed him to an urgent care or emergency room because they did not take walk-ins. He said 
he called the rescue squad the next day and was seen at the Farmville Hospital. He suggested the 
Town pay for the rescue squad bill. 

Mr. Taylor said he has been here since 1956, retired and military, and got treated like this, they 
have no shame. 
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Mr. William Clarke- 420 Sullivan Street 

Mr. Clarke asked about the Committees. Councilman Nash said Clerk Daniel would send him a 
copy. 

Mr. Clarke said about the medical center, he was a patient, but never got seen for two years 
during the virus, he changed to another doctor. 

Councilman Allman said during goal discussions, it was believed the Medical Center had not 
been doing everything they promised, so this is on our radar. 

Councilman Miller said he spoke with Community Development Specialist Bryant, and they are 
going to try to get somebody here. He added what if someone was seriously injured and not 
treated, and died, what would happen. 

Councilman Page said he received calls about patients on Medicaid that go to Bon Secours, they 
signed up for the renewal in November and December, and in late January they got a letter 
saying they no longer take that insurance, which was after the sign up period. 

Mayor Green asked if the Town had any autonomy over the Medical Center. Manager 
Vannoorbeeck believed the Medical Center was paid off in 2019, and we are in the fourth year of 
the first of two five year renewable periods. He thought now was prime for the negotiations. 

Mayor Green referred the Medical Center lease and business practices to the Buildings, Property 
and Cemetery Committee. 

Manager V annoorbeeck said the last time he and Mayor Coleburn met with Bon Secours, they 
advised they were low on doctors, and that's why they were not taking new patients. Mayor 
Green said through hearsay, there is a doctor ready to retire, and plans to, once the new doctor is 
acclimated. 

Councilwoman Williams said her Committee would look at the lease, but believed they should 
also meet with Bon Secours and advise on our citizens concerns. 

Treasurer Harris said in the meantime, Shantel Latta has her facility, County Med. She said she 
takes new patients and insurance. 

Mr. Taylor thanked his friend from Petersburg that took him to the Farmville Hospital. 

FIRE CHIEF'S REPORT: 

Captain Foster said the RFP for the radio system closed on May 31 st, and is currently undergoing 
technical review by CT A. He said there was no update on the Countywide Fire Code from the 
Emergency Services Coordinator. He said there was no update on hydrant painting or rental 
inspections. 
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Councilman Nash made a motion to certify that to the best of each member's knowledge only 
public business matters lawfully exempted from open meeting requirements and only such 
public business matters as were identified in the motion by which the Closed Meeting was 
convened, were heard, discussed or considered in the meeting. The motion was seconded by 
Councilman Miller. 

Mayor Green asked for a Roll Call Vote: 

VOTE: 
Councilman Nash 
Councilman Allman 
Councilman Gormus 
Councilwoman Wynn 
Councilman Page 
Councilwoman Williams
Councilman Miller 

Certify
Certify
Certify
Absent
Certify
Certify 
Certify 

There being no further business to bring before Council 1 ayor reen adjourned this meeting 
9:43 p.m. \ () I, .

Vl/1 MAYOR 
- -------------

OF THE TOWN OF BLACKSTONE, VIRGINIA 

__ A_ll,......GV ....... ,""'""'i_·oi._"'�L�d��--=---...,!2
....___

_APPROVED AND ADOPTED 

Ai- TOWN CLERK 
OF BLACKSTONE, VIRGINIA 
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